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OPENING PRAYER
Leader: The Voice of the Lord is over the waters, the Lord, over
vast waters.
All: The voice of the Lord is mighty; the voice of the Lord is
majestic.

Leader: The God of glory thunders, and in his temple all say,
“Glory!”
All: The Lord is enthroned above the flood; the Lord is enthroned
as king forever.

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in
them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and renew
the face of the earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed the
hearts of the faithful grant that by the same Spirit we may
truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations.
Though Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING [ Isaiah 42 (1-4),(6-7) ]

Thus says the Lord:
Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased, upon whom I have
put my spirit; he shall bring forth justice to the nations, not crying out, not shouting, not
making his voice heard in the street. a bruised reed he shall not break, and a smoldering wick
he shall not quench, until he establishes justice on the earth;the coastlands will wait for his
teaching.
I, the Lord, have called you for the victory of justice, I have grasped you by the hand; I formed
you, and set you as a covenant of the people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes of the
blind, to bring out prisoners from confinement, and from the dungeon, those who live in
darkness.

[ This is the first of four songs dedicated to the suffering servant. There is no doubt that its historical setting is
the years of the exile or immediately following. However, if we want to understand a little better how the
prophet saw this individual or collective character that history and subsequent revelation have identified with
Jesus of Nazareth, it is advisable to read the four canticles together (49,1-6); (50.4-9a); (52.13-53.12) ]

Our world is full of "spokesmen" who trumpet their views from the rooftops, whether political or religious. They
fight, without fainting, to take over the media and thus be able to win over a greater number of followers,
disciples, electors... They own pulpits and tribunes from which they speak and pontificate. They do not admit
other ideas in others; they yell, shout and insult. How are these like the humbled yet trusting servant in this
reading?
There are also beings on our planet who speak of liberation, of redemption... but they get very little wet in the
pool of life. They spend many hours arguing, but that is all. How many blind eyes do they heal? How many do they
free from the bonds of slavery or thick darkness? They are nothing like our servant in the Bible.
Jesus Christ is a true liberator: without shouting he passed through this world doing good, he encouraged the
bruised reed, he never stopped caring about others. His mission brought him troubles, but he never backed down.
God's care goes beyond the servant.
He reaches the "bruised reed" that is, he reaches men who, in the opinion of others and from their own impression,
are finished; to men from whom society can expect nothing, because they are not going to contribute anything to:
the unloved child in the mother's womb, the old man who is ending and who is nothing more than a burden on the
environment and, finally, all those of which it is said or at least it is thought, "it was better that they did not
exist".



The suffering servant of God acts in another way; He acts on behalf of the Lord, in his name, guided by his Spirit
and, ultimately, the way God acts, which is also different. The servant does not make big speeches or high-
sounding words: "He does not shout, nor cry out, nor shout through the streets." He faithfully promotes the law,
which is not exactly like that of the world.

(1) What strikes you from this reading? Why?

(2) Read the second and third songs of the "Suffering Servant." Reflect and share

SECOND READING [ Acts 10 (34-38) ]
Peter proceeded to speak to those gathered in the house of Cornelius, saying:
“In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and
acts uprightly is acceptable to him. You know the word that he sent to the Israelites as he
proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all, what has happened all over Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and power. He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by
the devil, for God was with him.”

Peter is at Cornelio's house, shares the same table with him and announces the Gospel to him. He understands
that he should no longer distinguish between clean and unclean foods, nor between Gentiles and Jews. But he
proclaims the universality of God's salvation in Christ. All men are equal before God’s saving power and will.
Peter openly confesses that he now understands what the Scriptures say, that God makes no distinctions After this
introduction, Peter now goes on to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The description made here of Jesus' public
activity from the Jordan and beginning in Galilee.
In attention to his Gentile listeners, Peter particularly emphasizes the power of miracles and the force with which
Jesus delivers those who are oppressed by the devil.
Jesus is the "anointed one", that is, the Christ or Messiah. The Holy Spirit descended upon him and he was
consecrated with all the fullness of God. His messianic dignity is inseparably linked to his saving mission.
Jesus, with the power of the Holy Spirit, went through the world doing good and healing the oppressed. This
expression suggests the title of Savior (“Soter”) that the ancients used to give to the sovereigns after their
apotheosis. Of course, all these "saviors" did not understand their authority as a service that do not become close
to the one rendered by the Servant of Yahveh. The Christians of the early Church, confessing their faith in Christ
the Lord, protested against all worship of the emperors. Only Jesus came to serve and not to be served, that is
why Jesus is Lord.
Then we witness the so-called "Pentecost of the Gentiles" (44-46) and the baptism of the members of the house of
Cornelius,
Peter responds, within the framework of the mother Church of Jerusalem (Read Acts 11: 1-18), to the
interpellation, derived from the narrow views of the brothers of that community, and makes a decisive apology for
the openness of the Church to the gentiles. "Well, if God wanted to give them the same gift that He gave us ..."
says Peter, "who am I to prevent God from doing it?"

(1) What strikes you from this reading? Why?

(2) Read Deut 10, 17; Rom 2, 11; Gal 2, 6 and compare. What is in common in these biblical passages?

GOSPEL [ Luke 3 (15-16) (21-22) ]

The people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether John might
be the Christ. John answered them all, saying,
“I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen
the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also had been baptized and was
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a
dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”

The fact that Jesus was baptized by John created serious problems for the early Christian community. Did Jesus
need to receive "the baptism of penance for the remission of sins"? Because the Son of God had become like us in



everything, "except in sin." On the other hand, didn't that baptism indicate a superiority of the Baptist over Jesus?
This story addresses these difficulties. He is very careful not to establish any relationship between Jesus' baptism
and sin. Furthermore, he affirms - in direct testimony of John - that Jesus is far superior to the Baptist. Why then
was he baptized himself? What God wanted was for his Messiah, the divine king, to resemble his people, those
whom he came to save, to be his servant par excellence, who should give himself up for all in humility and
concealment.

In ancient times there were many religious leaders who had followers, or disciples, who when entering their sects
celebrated an initiation rite. Many times this rite consisted of a baptism with water. This was done for centuries,
even before the birth of John and Jesus.

When John began to fulfill the mission for which he came into the world, that is, to prepare the way of the Lord
by preaching a message of conversion, he adopted that tradition and began to baptize as a public sign of
acceptance of the message that he was preaching. John's baptism was not like the one we know today in the
Church.

John's baptism was symbolic, since it did not wash away guilt nor sin. John's baptism served to recognize the
message of conversion and to publicly declare that the Law of God was accepted as the rule of life.

When Jesus Christ approached the Jordan River to the place where John baptized, he did what any Jew of his time
had to do: publicly confess his love for God, and accept as valid the message that John preached, acknowledging
at the same time that it was inspired by God. By being baptized by John, Jesus Christ was setting an example of
humility and obedience and submission to God the Father.

(1) What strikes you from this reading? Why?

(2) Do you remember the date you were baptized? If not, it would be good if you find out and celebrate it each year.

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we lift
up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.

All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy
power that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You,
we give you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to bless
our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father ......
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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If Jesus Christ was baptized at age 30, why does the Catholic Church baptize children?

When we receive a sacrament, there is an outpouring of God's grace on us. That grace that God grants
does not depend on the minister who administers the sacrament or on the person who receives it. Thus,
for example, a dying person may not be conscious when the last rites are administered, and the grace of
God does not cease to be effective. Nor would the grace of God cease to rain down on a person if the one
who administers the sacrament is in sin. It is something that should never happen, but if that were the
case, the grace of the sacrament is granted by God, not by the minister who celebrates the sacrament.
Also when a child is baptized, he does not know what is being celebrated at that moment, but the
effectiveness of the sacrament is complete, since it does not depend on the degree of consciousness of the
person who receives it, but on the intention of the celebrant and that the parents of the child.
When parents present their children for the sacrament of baptism, they are giving them a better gift than
the life they have communicated to him (because now his son will have the right to a longer, never ending
life, since his spirit will be able to live eternally).
If we do not wait for our children to grow up to ask them if they agree to be taken to the pediatrician, and
if we do not expect them to be old enough to ask if they would like to start learning in school, there is no
reason to deny them the grace of God that they will receive with the sacrament of baptism. So the earlier,
the better it will be for our children to start enjoying God's favors.
Contrary to what many think, this sacrament is not only "to forgive original sin." Actually, that is one of
its consequences, but not the primary purpose of the sacrament. Through this sacrament we are adopted
by God as his children, entitled to receive eternal life, (and the help of grace to make this possible).
Thanks to Baptism, we become part of the Church, we gain the right to receive the other sacraments and
we become builders of the Kingdom of God here on earth. Upon receiving Baptism, our spirit is marked
and God begins to dwell in our soul. We receive the Holy Spirit and our eternal life begins, animated by
the grace of God that we will receive as many times as we frequent the other sacraments.
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